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LETTER FROM 
THE C    MMITTEE
It seems like yesterday when we, the UN Women US National Committee 2011 
National Conference Committee, sat at Younghee Overly’s dining room over 
a home cooked Korean dinner for our first planning meeting.  While all of us 
knew someone else on the committee, no one knew everyone.  Here we are 
nine months later, as comfortable with each other as if we are old friends, 
proud of the program we pulled together as a team.  It has also been fun 
putting our ideas into action - volunteering our time, talent and energy to 
bring together so many great people on this day.

From the beginning, we agreed the primary goal of the conference would 
be to provide the citizens of North Carolina who are interested in ending 
violence against women & girls a venue to learn and network.  We wanted 
to provide the community an opportunity to unite for peace – in our home, 
in our community and in our world.  We reached out to organizations of all 
kinds: governmental, non-profits, academia, and business.  Thanks to the 
outreach, we have staff and members from 60+ organizations participating in 
the conference.   We are also delighted to see men and so many young people 
participating in this conference.  

We hope this conference will be like our first conference planning meeting - 
where you run into someone you already know and connect with someone 
new with whom you can collaborate to end violence against women & girls.  
We hope you will put your collective ideas, time, talent and energy into 
action.   We also hope you enjoy the conference and have fun.  
Thank you for taking time to join us today.  

Sincerely, 

UN Women USNC 2011 National Conference Committee

Beth Briggs, Mary Cantando, Emily Clabaugh, Rick Copeland, Jill Dinwiddie, 
Joanne Hershfield, Beena Koshy, Tara Lee, Mary Beth Loucks-Sorrell, 
Dana Mangum, Charity Magnuson, Younghee Overly, Sheila Smith McKoy and 
Patricia Witt

“The world will be saved by the western woman.”
DALAI LAMA

“ Women’s strength, women’s industry, women’s 
widsom are humankind’s greatest untapped resource. 

The challenge is to show how this resource can be 
effectively tapped in ways that benefit us all.

MICHELLE BACHELET

“Where women are educated and empowered, 
economies are more productive and strong. 

Where women are fully represented, 
societies are more peaceful and stable. “ 

BAN KI-MOON

“The rights of women and girls are the unfinished 
business of the 21st century.” 

HILLARY CLINTON

Since it began operations 1997, the UN Trust Fund managed by UN Women 
has delivered more than $60 million to 317 initiatives in 124 countries and 
territories. Grant-making focuses on supporting the implementation of 
existing laws, policies and action plans that address violence against women 
and girls.

130 countries (45 eight years ago) out of 195 have laws against domestic vio-
lence, marital rape is prosecutable offense in 104 countries, 90 countries have 
laws on sexual harassment, 93 countries now have laws against trafficking.

6 out of 10 women experience physical and/or sexual violence in their lifetime
One woman dies during child birth every minute. 

Between 500,000 and 2 million people are trafficked every year.  Most traf-
ficked are female.

Trafficking is often connected to organized crime and has developed into a 
highly profitable business that generates an estimated 
$7-12 billion billion per year.

The cost of domestic violence is $5.8 billion per year in the United States 
alone - $4 billion in medical services and $1.8 billion in productivity loss. 

STATISTICS & QUOTES
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2011 NATIONAL CONFERENCE      PANELS  
The Role of the Private Sector

Corporations commonly sponsor community events 
and engage in civic activities.  Because they are 
uniquely positioned as community leaders, are there 
additionial social responsibilities in which the sector 
should be engaging?  

This session will take a look at the role of the private 
industry from the corporate perspective.  Discussion 
will include what they believe their responsibilities are 
and should be, and how it could include empowering 
women and girls. 

Additionally we’ll look at how corporations can and do 
play a role in protecting women and girls from violent 
situations, especially those living in rural areas of the 
state, country and world.  This will be a lively 
discussion of realities, perceptions. gaps and 
opportunities.

Moderator: 
DANA MANGUM, North Carolina Community AIDS 
Fund

Panelists:
MADHU BERIWAL,President, IEM
INHI CHO SUH, IBM
COSETTE J SERABJILT-SINGH, GlaxoSmithKline
.........................................................................................................

Solidarity! 

This panel of survivors and leaders in the fight to end 
violence against women will candidly discuss how to 
be an ally to survivors.  This conversation will move 
beyond the reality of statistics and focus on how 
authentic connection can shape and transform the 
lives of women and girls who struggle to create a safe 
environment for themselves.  

Each panelist will speak about her experiences and 
opportunities as an activist.  Participants will also have 
a chance to examine their own strategies, grand and 
small, that shape the lives of women and girls around 
them.

Moderator: 
MARY BETH LOUCKS-SORRELL, Clear Connections

Panelists:
MIRANDA DAVIS, Student and Activist
KIT GRUELLE, Producer, Private Violence
VIMALA RAJENDRAN, Owner, Vimala’s Curryblossom 
Cafe
AURELIA SANDS BELLE, Durham Crisis Response 
Center

Advocacy

In this ever changing world, whether working 
individually or by partnering with organizations, OUR 
voice for girls and women is making a discernible 
difference in government policy and lives around the 
globe. 

This energetic panel discussion will provide some 
exciting insights and more importantly, practical 
ideas, and impactful solutions to empower you with 
your work on behalf of girls and women. Note: men 
too, have a very important role as ALL of our actions 
are interwoven, as we continue to build sustainable 
programs to eliminate root causes to poverty, child 
trafficking and health disparities. 

Come and may we all share our ideas to make a more 
discernible difference in the lives of girls and women. 
Feel Empowered Be Empowered!

Moderator: 
RICK COPELAND, CARE Action Network

Panelists:
BETH FROEHLING, NC Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence
DERRECK KAYONGO, CARE Action Network
CRYSTAL LANDER, Advocacy Committee, UN Women-
USNC
..........................................................................................................

Women of the New South

The term “New South” became a part of public 
discourse following the end of the Civil War.  However, 
the term “New South” in the contemporary period 
changes and challenges our understanding of how  we 
define race, culture and identity in the  “South.” 

This panel focuses on the experiences of immigrant 
women in the contemporary New South.  The panelists 
will discuss the experiences of local women who 
embody global identities, as well as the issues that 
both connect and separate them from their places of 
origin. 

Moderator:
SHEILA SMITH-MCKOY 
Director, NCSU African American Cultural Center

Panelists:
KATHLEEN GRIFFIN, Student
MARYANNE KAMAU, Uzima Springs Wellness Center
JULIANA NFAH-ABBENYI, 
North Carolina State University
LISA SEEPAUL, Vapassana Wellness Center

Overcoming Violence, Acheiving Success

The women participating in this panel have not only 
survived a violent situation, but have gone on to create 
successful lives that include building multimillion-dollar 
businesses. Each panelist will speak about how she fell 
into the abusive situation, what she did to escape it, and 
how she has moved on to a happy and prosperous life.

Moderator: 
MARY CANTANDO, Envoy, US State Department

Panelists:
TANA GREENE, President & CEO, StrataForce
LISA PINERIO, President, Technical Services, Inc. | 
Encanto Salon
..........................................................................................................

Perspectives from Generation Next

This panel features the compelling voices of four young 
North Carolina women who are committed to 
addressing critical global and local women’s issues. The 
speakers will discuss their work on the role of religion 
in gender-based violence; sex and human trafficking in 
North Carolina; child labor in North Carolina agriculture; 
and a call to focus on making a difference.

Moderator:
JOANNE HERSCHFIELD, Director of Women’s Studies, 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Panelists:
KATIE BOOHER, Activist
KRISTIN BRUGH, Doctoral Student, UNC-Chapel Hill
ANNIE HARDISON, Doctoral Student, 
Emory University
KATIE STARR, Women’s Campaign International
......................................................................................................

Philanthropy

This panel will focus on Philanthropy and Public 
Support for Domestic Violence Programs.  The 
majority of  financial support for domestic violence 
programs comes from government grants  and private 
philanthropic sources.  This session will explore the 
current status of federal and state funding and private 
philanthropy including Doris Buffett’s WISP 
Foundation that provides scholarships and 
independence for women coming out of domestic 
violence situations. 

Moderator: 
BETH BRIGGS, Creative Philanthropy

Panelists:
NANCY SOWARD, Women’s Independence Scholarhip 
Program
MARIA FRYER, North Carolina Governor’s Crime 
Commission

SOCIAL MEDIA TRAININGS
Social Listening

People are talking, maybe about you, your organization, 
your cause. As social media tools see growth rates of up to 
700% year over year, conversations are happening across 
the globe on every topic, and there are effective ways to 
tap into those conversations and easily learn more about 
your constituents, customers and industry. 

Spend some time in this session learning the simplest, 
fastest approaches to social listening. 

Facilitators:
STEPHANIE TRUNZO, Senior Development Manager, 
IBM
SUSAN PEICH, Web Marketing Strategist, IBM
.........................................................................................................

Get Social, Do Business 

Social media helps people connect and share informa-
tion, and helps organizations collaborate more effectively 
to achieve goals. IBM and its customers, including non-
profits, are using social media to build relationships, ser-
vice 
customers, and drive innovation.  

In this session you’ll learn elements of a successful social 
media strategy and see examples of  “social business” in 
action.

Facilitator:
JEANNE MURRAY, Social Business Program Manager, 
IBM
......................................................................................................

Make Social Media Work For You 

Many organizations and coalitions have started a 
Facebook page, started tweeting and uploaded a few 
YouTube videos, but now what? 

Learn how to maximize social media strategies for your 
nonprofit. Get high-impact ideas for your cause and tools 
to create a effective social media plan.

Facilitator:
DAWN CRAWFORD, Social Media Consultant, BC/DC 
Ideas
........................................................................................................
Youth Forum

A unique forum for attendees under 18, offering teens 
the opportunity to express their concerns about violence 
in the world and share their ideas for actions to create 
more peace in our homes, communities, and in our 
world. 

Facilitators: 
PATT WITT & MARCIA ATTMORE
Sponsored by the North Carolina Community 
Foundation

    PANELS  
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In 1996, Secretary of State Elaine F. Marshall became the first 
woman ever elected to a statewide, executive branch office in North 
Carolina. She has been serving as the Secretary of State for North 
Carolina since. 

Secretary Marshall was a member of the NC State Senate before 
rising to statewide office; taught Home Economics in public school 
and community college systems; owned a private practice law firm; 
an interior decorating business and co-owned a book and gift store. 

Secretary Marshall has been very active in many civic groups in the 
areas of child welfare, women’s issues and agraicultrue and small 
town economic development. She has received numerous state and 
national awards for leadership in technology, government 
innovation, and women’s leadership.

ELAINE MARSHALL, North Carolina Secretary of State

JILL DINWIDDIE, Executive Director, North Carolina Council for Women

Dr. Warwick Arden, Provost and Executive Vice Chancellor, North Carolina State University

Charlotte Hill O’Neal, aka Mama C, is an internationally 
known visual artist, writer, musician, film maker and spoken 
word artist of many years experience. 

She was born in Kansas and has lived in Africa with her 
husband Pete O’Neal, founder of United African Alliance 
Community Center since 1970. She and her husband are 
also former members of the Kansas City Chapter of the 
Black Panther Party.

Her song writing and performing talents have been 
showcased in performances on television, radio and on five 
albums in the past two years.

CHARLOTTE O’NEAL, Artist, Writer, Musician, Film Maker

CAROL POTEAT-BUCHANAN, US National Committee for UN Women

In 2009, Jill Dinwiddie was appointed by Governor Bev Perdue as 
the Executive Director for the North Carolina Council for Women. 
Dinwiddie has more than 25 years of experience in higher 
education administration, government service, and nonprofit 
leadership including directing the administrative, sounseling and 
programming centers for foreighn students and scholars at both 
UNC - Chapel Hill and the University of Texas. 

She serves of the boards of Lillian’s List of North Carolina, Levine 
Museum of the New South, and is Board President of Carolinas 
Concert Association. Jill firmly believes “that until we (women) have 
a critical mass, the values women hold will not be reflected in the 
policies of legislature.” 

Dr. Warwick Arden was appointed Provost and Executive Vice 
Chancellor of NC State University in December 2010. He is the Chief 
Academic Officer of the University, and has extensive experience in 
veterinary surgery, having served as Department Head and 
Professor for the Department of Veterinary Clinical Medicine, 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; Associate Professor of 
Surgery and Physiology and Director, Surgical Research Program at 
the University of Kentucky College of Medicine. 

Dr. Arden has led a vascular biology research program and has 
published over 100 scientific articles, abstracts, and book chapters. 
He has given 60 scientific and invited presentations and has been a 
visiting professor at nine institutes. Dr. Arden is a member of several 
professional veterinary organizations and is currently Past President 
of the Association of American Veterinary Medical Colleges for the 
2010-2011 year.  

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Carol M. Poteat Buchanan has a long history of 
championing women’s issues. She is the President of the 
USNC for UN Women, Past President of the Florida Sun 
Coast Women’s Forum; former National President of 
Administrative Women in Education, working towards equal 
pay and opportunities for women supervisors and 
administrators throughout the US; and is a member of 
the Majority Council of Emily’s List, supporting pro-choice 
women Democratic candidates for over 30 years.  

She has received many awards including the Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Sarasota Branch of the 
NAACP in 2005, and the Lifetime Achievement Award from 
the Sarasota Democratic Party in 2011. She is also listed in 
Who’s Who of American Women, The World’s Who’s Who of 
Women and Who’s Who of Women Executives. 

Antonie (“Ton”) de Jong’s professional career began as a 
high school teacher in the Netherlands, but quickly 
transformed to multilateral diplomacy in countries all over 
the world.

In 2007,  Mr. de Jong joined UNIFEM, the UN Fund for the 
Development of Women, as Outreach and Business 
Development Adviser.  His portfolio includes 
Communication, Fundraising and Intergovernmental 
Relations.  He is currently the Officer-in-Charge of the 
Strategic Partnerships, Advocacy, Civil Society, 
Communications, and Resource Mobilization Division of 
UN Women.

ANTONIE DE JONG, Officer-in-Charge, UN Women 



Corporations commonly sponsor community events and engage in civic activities.  
Because they are uniquely positioned as community leaders, are there additionial 
social responsibilities in which the sector should be engaging?  This session will take 
a look at the role of the private industry from the corporate perspective - what they 
believe their responsibilities are and should be, and how it could include empowering 
women and girls.  Additionally we’ll look at how corporations can and do play a role 
in protecting women and girls from violent situations, especially those living in rural 
areas of the state, country and world.  This will be a lively discussion of realities, 
perceptions, gaps and opportunities.
Moderator: 

Dana Mangum is the Program Director fo the North 
Carolina Community AIDS Fund. She is responsible for 
developing the stragic planning and development, 
managing the Advisory Board, overseeing the marketing 
and leading the growth of the Fund. 

Most recently she held the position of Director at 
GlaxoSmith Kline (GSK) where she held posts within the 
Commercial, Clinical, Corporate and Global Supply sectors 
of the company. She was responsible for supporting the 
commerical and analytical functions for multiple 
therapeutic areas within GSK. 

Dana currently serves on the board of the NC CHapter of 
UN Women USNC. She holds a Masters in Liberal Studies 
with a minor in Health Policy from Duke University and 
a BS in Radiologic Science from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

DANA MANGUM, Program Director, North Carolina Community AIDS Fund

Madhu Beriwal has more than 30 years of experience in 
disaster and emergency management, homeland security, 
national defense, and the use of information technology to 
resolve complex protection issues. She founded IEM in 1985 
after recognizing a need to apply science and objectivity to 
public protection decisions. Beriwal was the first to develop 
and apply quantitative performance measures for Federal 
protection programs prior to 9/11. She has provided 
corporate leadership for the creation of decision support 
tools that help officials at all levels save lives during techno-
logical hazards. 

For more than two decades, she has been dedicated to the 
use of technology to enhance preparedness and response. 
She has worked with FEMA to integrate technology and has 
provided strategic direction for numerous modeling and 
simulation studies whose results drive policy, strategy, and 
investment decisions at the Federal, state, and local levels.
 

MADHU BERIWAL,  President, IEM 

INHI CHO SUH, Vice President, IBM Software Group

Inhi Cho Suh is the Vice President, Information Management 
Product Strategy in IBM Software Group, where she is 
responsible for all worldwide marketing strategy, product 
messaging, industry solutions, channel marketing and 
influencer marketing. 

Inhi began her career with IBM in 1998. Since then, she has 
held a variety of leadership and management positions 
focused on strategic growth, development and marketing. 
Prior to joining IBM, Inhi was a consultant in the education 
sector focused on international student teaching and 
counseling for university and professional institutions.

 Inhi received a Bachelor of Science from Duke University and a 
Juris Doctorate from North Carolina Central University School 
of Law.  She is a licensed attorney in the state of North Carolina
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THE ROLE OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR COSETTE SERABJIT-SINGH, Vice President, IBM Software Group

Cosette Serabjit-Singh is currently Vice President for Glaxo 
Smith Kline’s Worldwide Preclinical Drug Metabolism and 
Pharmacokinetics in RTP, NC and Upper Merion, PA 
supporting development of drug candidates in multiple 
therapeutic areas through registration and marketing.  

With more than 20 years in the Pharmaceutical Industry and 14 
years in basic research at NIH Cosette is a published scientist, 
who actively participates in the leadership of international 
scientific societies, serves as adjunct faculty at UNC, and as a 
member of the Corporate Advisory Board of the University of 
Washington.  She has mentored young scientists, most 
recently at a scientific workshop in Shanghai China.  

Cosette is a wife, mother and grandmother with friends and 
family in many countries.  She was born in Chicago and as a 
child lived in India and Jamaica before returning to the US to 
attend college.  She has resided in NC since 1973 and received 
her doctorate from NCSU.



This panel of survivors and leaders in the fight to end violence against women will candidly dis-
cuss how to be an ally to survivors.  This conversation will move beyond the reality of statistics 
and focus on how authentic connection can shape and transform the lives of women and girls 
who struggle to create a safe environment for themselves.  Each panelist will speak about her 
experiences and opportunities as an activist.  Participants will also have a chance to examine 
their own strategies, grand and small, that shape the lives of women and girls around them.
Moderator: 

Mary Beth Loucks-Sorrell has over fifteen years of 
experience in the non-profit sector, with 
responsibilities and accomplishments including capacity 
building in fundraising, media relations, public policy, 
anti-oppression work and outreach to underserved 
communities.  

She served as Executive Director of the North Carolina 
Coalition Against Domestic Violence from 2002 to 2006 
where she was nationally recognized in 2004 with a Peace 
Award from the Sunshine Lady Foundation for her 
contributions and efforts to reduce domestic violence 
throughout her career.  As a Program Manager with Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina Foundation from 
2006-2008, Mary Beth managed a variety of non-profit 
capacity building programs including the Healthy 
Community Institute and Five Good Ideas.  

In 2008, she launched the consulting business, 
Clear Connections, in order to bring nonprofits, businesses 
and philanthropic groups together to accomplish mutual 
goals. 

MARY BETH LOUCKS - SORRELL, President, Clear Connections

Aurelia Sands Belle has more than twenty years of 
professional experience in human service delivery and 
advocacy. Currently, Aurelia is the Executive Director of the 
Durham Crisis Response Center in Durham, North Carolina, 
responding to victims of domestic violence and sexual 
assault. 

Aurelia was the first crime victim advocate appointed to 
serve on the Governor’s Criminal Justice Coordinating 
Council in Georgia;  the Georgia Commission on Family 
Violence.  Mrs. Belle initiated the development of services 
to victims and witnesses of crime during the 1996 Olympic 
Games in Atlanta.

She is the recipient of many awards and honors including 
the Margery Fry Award by the National Organization for 
Victim Assistance; and the Presidential Award for 
Outstanding Service and Commitment to Crime Victims.

AURELIA SANDS-BELLE,  Executive Director, Durham Crisis Response Center

Miranda Davis is a third year undergraduate student at 
Wake Forest University. She is a psychology major with a 
double minor in women and gender studies and 
sociology. Through her involvement in the women and 
gender studies department she was inspired to begin 
advocacy work for domestic violence and sexual assault 
victims. 

Miranda has volunteered at Orange County Family 
Violence Prevention Center, working as a hotline advocate 
and a hospital respondent one week per month. She is 
currently an intern at Durham Crisis Response. A member 
of Wake Forest’s sexual assault awareness group, Miranda 
speaks to incoming students about sexual assault on 
campus. 

MIRANDA DAVIS, Student, Activist

KIT GRUELLE, Author, Educator

Kit Gruelle is a survivor of domestic violence and has 
worked as an advocate for battered women and their 
children for twenty-four years. She is a community 
educator who collaborates with law enforcement and 
other criminal justice professionals, health care providers, 
clergy, legislators, educators, and other allied profession-
als to prevent family and domestic violence.

She is featured in several training films and educates 
legislators about domestic violence reform and serves 
as a commissioner for the North Carolina Crime Victims 
Compensation Commission. She is currently working on 
a feature-length documentary about the history of the 
American Battered Women’s Movement (Private Violence: 
The Movement Against Battering In America). 

VIMALA RAJENDRAN, Owner, Vimala’s Curryblossom Cafe

Vimala Rajendran, has been a longtime activist for pro-
gressive causes including grassroots media, international 
peace and stopping domestic violence.   Vimala is a survi-
vor of family violence during her 16 year marriage. 
Vimala serves as a board member of Hidden Voices and 
The People’s Channel, and participated in Speaking 
Without Tongues, a drama about violence and abuse 
towards girls and women.

About a year ago, Vimala opened Vimala’s Curryblossom 
Cafe which has a clearly stated mission of bringing the 
community together over delicious, wholesome, 
sustainably grown food. She set up a community-
sustained fund is available for anyone who has no access 
to a meal, anytime.  She believes food is a human right 
and at the cafe, no one is turned away for lack of money.
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Beth Froehling joined the North Carolina Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence in 2002 and is currently serv-
ing as the Co-Executive Director.  Beth works closely with 
the agency’s lobbyist to oversee the policy and legislative 
work of the agency, as well as public relations and fund 
development work. Beth has 20 years experience in the 
domestic violence field and is a 1992 graduate of the UNC 
School of Law where she received the annual Student Pro 
Bono Service Award from the NC State Bar for her work in 
starting a domestic violence project at the law school.  

She has previously worked with Orange/Durham 
Coalition for Battered Women and in the Durham County 
Attorney’s office handling child support cases for Durham 
County DSS.  She is an appointed member of the NC 
Domestic Violence Commission and the NC Child Fatality 
Task Force. 

In this ever changing world, whether working individually or by partnering with 
organizations, OUR voice for girls and women is making a discernible difference in 
government policy and lives around the globe. This energetic panel discussion will 
provide some exciting insights and more importantly, practical ideas, impactful 
solutions to empower you with your work on behalf of girls and women. 
Note: men too, have a very important role as ALL of our actions are interwoven, 
as we continue to build sustainable programs to eliminate root causes to poverty, 
child trafficking and health disparities. Come and may we all share our ideas to 
make a more discernible difference in the lives of girls and women. 
Feel Empowered Be Empowered!
Moderator: 

Crystal Lander is the Senior Policy Officer for 
Management Sciences for Health, an international 
development agency dedicated to improving the health 
systems in developing countries so they can meet the 
needs of the poorest and most vulnerable people. 

Crystal manages their engagement on U.S. and global 
health policy in the organization’s focus areas of HIV/
AIDS, family planning/reproductive health, maternal 
and child health, fragile states, women, and gender.  
Before joining MSH, Crystal was the Sr. Advocacy 
Advisor at the Centre for Development and Population 
Activities (CEDPA) and the Campus Program Director at 
the Feminist Majority Foundation.  

Crystal was honored by the Women’s Information 
Network as one of their Young Women of Achievement 
and has appeared on NPR radio shows, To the Contrary 
on PBS, and in campus and national newspapers.  She is 
on the National Board of the US National Committee for 
UN Women and a graduate of the University of Michigan 
and Tulane University School of Public Health.  

Derreck Kayongo’s journey from child refugee to fear-
less visionary is filled with moments of inspiration. From 
Africa to Atlanta with nothing but a dream and tenacity, 
he shares a vivacious spirit and invaluable experience in 
the areas entrepreneurship, global health, social justice 
environmental sustainability, and professional 
engagement.

Derreck Kayongo’s ability to motivate others to 
understand the role their work and skills can play in 
problem solving is one of the many reasons he has been 
nominated as a 2011 CNN Hero. 

In 2009, Kayongo and his wife Sarah began The Global 
Soap Project focuses on repurposing partially-used 
soap from hotels into new soap for needy populations, 
particularly in Africa. To date, The Global Soap Project 
has been able to donate 9,000 bars of soap to Swaziland, 
5,000 bars to Kenya, 10,000 to Ghana, 1000 to Uganda 
and another 3,000 thousand to Haiti. 

Rick Copeland is a retired Director of Sales for the Dow 
Chemical Company with close to 30 years of sales, 
marketing, new business development and leadership 
experience. Currently, Mr. Copeland is District Chair for 
the international humanitarian organization CARE. 

As a volunteer for CARE, he supports legislation to 
eliminate global poverty and health disparities. He has 
traveled to India, Kenya, Mexico, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Peru, Sierra Leone and Zambia where he has met with 
other leaders to disucss sustainable solutions to 
eliminate global poverty by expanding into new markets 
with renewable technologies and becoming better 
stewards of the environment.

RICK COPELAND, District Chair, CARE Action Network 

BETH FROEHLING, Executive Director, North Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence

DERRECK KAYONGO, CARE Action Network

CRYSTAL LANDER, Advocacy Committee, UN Women-USNC

ADVOCACY
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Juliana Nfah Abbenyi is a critical theorist and the author 
of the only text presenting the traditional stories of the 
Bebe people.  Nfah-Abbenyi writes fiction using her 
Bebe name, Makuchi.  

She was born and raised in Cameroon and holds doctor-
ates from the University of Yaounde, Cameroon, and 
from McGill University, Montreal, Canada. Currently, she 
is a Professor of English and World Literature at NCSU 
where she teaches courses in World and Postcolonial 
Literatures, Literary Theory, Gender and Women Studies 
in the English Department. She is the author of three 
books: Gender in African Women’s Writing: Identity, 
Sexuality, and Difference, Your Madness, Not Mine: Stories 
of Cameroon and The Sacred Door and Other Stories: 
Cameroon Folktales of the Beba and many book chapters.

The term “New South” became a part of public discourse following the end of the 
Civil War.  However, the term “New South” in the contemporary period changes and 
challenges our understanding of how  we define race, culture and identity in the  
“South.”  This panel focuses on the experiences of immigrant women in the 
contemporary New South.  The panelists will discuss the experiences of local women 
who embody global identities, as well as the issues that both connect and separate 
them from their places of origin. 
Moderator:

Maryanne Kamau, owner Uzima Springs Massage and 
Wellness, is an expert on wildlife and human conflict.  She 
has been affiliated with UNET, World Wildlife Fund, and the 
American University.  

She has worked closely with Wangari Maathai in programs 
relating to women, development, and agri-forestry. Kamau 
is active in community programming in Kenya on projects 
related to education, water, and the environment. Many of 
her family members were killed in the election violence in 
Kenya in 2007.

Kathleen was born in 1988 in Seoul, South Korea.  She was 
adopted when she was three months old and grew up in 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL.  Kathleen moved to Montreat, NC in 
2002.  She graduated from NC State University in May 2011 
with a degree in International Studies.  

At NC State Kathleen was a member of the Park 
Scholarships Program and is a member of Phi Kappa Phi 
and Phi Beta Kappa.  She has studied in Cairo, Egypt, Accra, 
Ghana, and conducted anthropological research in 
Florence, Italy.  

In August, Kathleen will begin work as an AmeriCorps 
volunteer with the Literacy Council of Wake County.  After 
completing her year of service, Kathleen plans to pursue 
graduate studies in community development.

 Sheila Smith McKoy is a native of Raleigh, NC.  An 
associate professor of English at North Carolina State 
University, Smith McKoy is the director of the African 
American Cultural Center and of the Africana Studies 
Program.   As an alternative and complimentary healing 
practitioner, Smith McKoy has worked with under served 
communities in the United States and in Tanzania. 
Her work has appeared in numerous publications 
including the critically acclaimed Schomburg series 
African American Women Writers. Her book, When Whites 
Riot:  Writing Race and Violence in American and South 
African Cultures received critical attention in the U.S. 
and in South Africa.  She was the recipient of the Black 
Alumni Society’s Legacy Award in 2009.  

She is a member of the boards of the North Carolina 
Writers Network, the North Carolina AIDS Fund, and the 
North Carolina Chapter of UN Women.

SHEILA SMITH-MCKOY, Director of African American Studies, NCSU

JULIANA NFAH-ABBENYI, North Carolina State University

KATHLEEN GRIFFIN, Student

MARYANNE KAMAU, Uzima Springs Massage and Wellness

LISA SEEPAUL, Activist, Author

Lisa Seepaul, currently a graduate student in Peace & 
Conflict Studies at the University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro, has lived in six countries, and is a committed 
Vipassana meditator.  

Originally from Trinidad and Tobago, Lisa emigrated to the 
United States in 1977 to attend the University of South 
Florida.  After leaving a successful career in the insurance 
industry, Lisa re-located to New Mexico to pursue her 
dream of storytelling in the Caribbean tradition.  A popular 
storyteller in Taos, she has been featured in the Taos News 
and Albuquerque Journal. 

She is the recipient of a grant from the Astraea Foundation 
and her plays have been performed at Artwallah in L.A. 
and Masala, Mehndi, Masti in Toronto.  Lisa still finds time 
to write and perform amidst her rigorous school schedule, 
cherishes solitude and flees to the back-country as often as 
possible.

WOMEN OF THE NEW SOUTH
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This panel features the compelling voices of four young North Carolina women who 
are committed to addressing critical global and local women’s issues. The speakers will 
discuss their work on the role of religion in gender-based violence; sex and 
human trafficking in North Carolina; child labor in North Carolina agriculture; and a call 
to focus on difference.
Moderator:

Kristen received her Master’s in Public Health degree this 
past May from the Department of Maternal and Child 
Health, Gillings School of Global Public Health, at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Kristen has 
worked with pediatric and maternal HIV/AIDS programs 
in South Africa and Southern Sudan, as a graduate 
research assistant at the Cecil G. Sheps Center for Health 
Services Research and for the UNC Department of Public 
Policy, and as a teaching assistant for a senior-level course 
at UNC on “Health and Human Rights”. 

Kristen’s areas of interest include global reproductive 
health policy, international development, and the 
application of human rights frameworks and 
international law to global health governance and health 
system strengthening. 

Katie Booher was born and raised in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
She attended Catholic school from Kindergarten through 
high school and at 18 joined the U.S. Air Force, both of 
which taught her about being a conformist, following 
rules and never making waves. As she began studying 
toward an undergraduate degree in Women’s Studies at 
Miami University in Oxford, OH, in 2005, she began to 
learn that rules were made to be thought about critically. 

She soon decided that most rules in America that police 
people’s bodies, sexuality, relationships and even peo-
ple’s choices to serve their country did not fit her beliefs 
and values and began her work to challenge them with 
wild abandon. Booher has since earned a Master’s degree 
in Women’s and Gender Studies at UNC Greensboro in 
2009. She operates with the understand that if the rules 
do not fit a white woman, they most certainly cannot fit 
anyone else. 

She has also earned a Certificate in Conflict Studies and Dis-
pute Resolution in order to aid her understanding of social 
justice issues. Currently Booher is seeking a non-profit job 
that will allow her to work to forward fairness for everyone.

Joanne Herschfield is the Chair of Women’s Studies and 
a Professor at the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill. She is also a film maker, with works including These 
are our Children; Men Are Human, Women Are Buffalo; 
The Gillian Film; Women in Japan: Memories of the Past, 
Dreams for the Future; and Nuestra Comunidad: Latinos 
in North Carolina; Between Two Worlds: A Japanese 
Pilgrimage (co-produced with Susan Lloyd). 

JOANNE HERSCHFIELD, Film maker, Chair of Women’s Studies, UNC-Chapel Hill

KATIE BOOHER, Activist

KRISTIN BRUGH, Doctoral Student, UNC-Chapel Hill

ANNIE HARDISON, Doctoral Student, Emory University

Annie Hardison-Moody is a doctoral candidate in the 
Person, Community, and Religious Life course of study 
in the Graduate Division of Religion at Emory University. 
Her work explores the intersections of religion and health, 
particularly related to women’s reproductive health and 
gender-based violence. 

She has experience in public health research and in 
developing interventions that address the role of faith 
in improving community health. Annie currently serves 
as co-Issue Editor for the upcoming Religion, Health and 
Healing Issue of the journal Practical Matters.   

Her dissertation, which focuses on local peace programs 
in a Liberian community in North Carolina, is titled 
Re-membering after war: Liberian women’s practices of 
peace and healing. 

PERSPECTIVES FROM GENERATION NEXT
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Katie Starr is a recent graduate from North Carolina State 
University, where she received a B.A. in International 
Studies, Concentration Middle East Studies, and a B.A. in 
French. While at NC State, Katie was a Park Scholar recipi-
ent, a Triangle Security Studies Scholar, a member of Phi 
Beta Kappa, and a member of Sigma Iota Rho. 

Katie first became interested in women’s studies while she 
was studying in Rabat, Morocco, where she took a course 
titled, “Gender and Islam.” Through the WomenNC 
Fellowship, Katie was able to complete original research 
on the global sex trade. She made sex trafficking her 
undergraduate capstone research topic and is currently 
seeking publication of her research on the effects of U.S. 
foreign policy on the global sex trade. 

KATIE STARR, Women’s Campaign International



The women participating in this panel have not only survived a violent situation, but 
gone on to create successful lives that include building multimillion-dollar businesses. 
Each panelist will speak about how she fell into the abusive situation, what she did to 
escape from that, and how she has moved on to a happy and prosperous life.
Moderator: 

Lisa Pineiro is Founder and President of Technical 
Services Inc., a privately held electrical training and 
recruiting firm in Durham, N.C. She also owns her own 
beauty salon in Durham, Encanto. 

Pineiro founded WOmen @ Work, a program that 
encourages girls to empower themselves to accomplish 
personal and career goals, with an emphasis on non-
traditional career options. She is CEO of the nonprofit 
Durham Careers in Construction, a group made up 
mostly of construction professionals that educates 
young, at-risk kids in public schools about the wide 
array of lucrative careers in construction.

In 2008, Pineiro received Enterprising Women 
magazine’s National Enterprising Woman of the Year 
Award, and her firm was named the Greater Durham 
Business of Excellence. In 2009, she was named North 
Carolina’s SBA Small Business Person of the Year and was 
invited to introduce President Obama at the annual SBA 
conference in Washington, DC. Her company is currently 
ranked 20th in the top 100 small businesses of North 
Carolina.

Tana Greene was a high-school dropout in an abusive 
marriage. Shortly after her son was born, she pulled 
together the will to escape from her situation. She went 
back to school, finished her degree, and built StrataForce 
from the ground up. Under Greene’s oversight, StrataForce 
has made a name for itself by focusing on a multicultural, 
diversity-based 
recruitment, placement and retention structure. 

Greene has won a number of awards over the years, 
including Enterprising Women magazine’s Woman of the 
Year in 2006. Greene hopes to continue improving the 
impact, relevance and overall footprint of StrataForce’s 
diversity staffing, performance evaluation and 
performance improvement programs. 

Mary Cantando is an acclaimed author, speaker and con-
sultant who focuses exclusively on helping women grow 
their businesses and their lives. As an entrepreneurial 
executive, she’s founded, led and expanded businesses for 
over 20 years. 

A featured speaker at regional, national, and international 
events, Mary’s keynotes and workshops are always 
interactive, fun and thought-provoking. And her topic is 
always: Helping women grow their businesses.  Her work 
has been feaured in the Wall Street Journal, Oprah’s O 
Magazine and INC Magazine.

Mary is a Trustee of The Women’s Alliance, an Ambassador 
of the Women’s Business Enterprise National Council and 
a Chair for the Women Presidents’ Organization. She sits 
on the Enterprising Women Advisory Board, and has been 
named the Growth Advisor of Women Entrepreneurs’, 
Inc. Mary is honored to serve as an Envoy of the US State 
Department in helping women from developing countries 
start and grow businesses.

MARY CANTANDO, Author, Speaker, Consultant

TANA GREENE, StrataForce

LISA PINERO, President, Technical Services, Inc., and Owner, Encanto Salon

OVERCOMING VIOLENCE, 
ACHEIVING SUCCESS
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Philanthropy
Philanthropy and Public Support for Domestic Violence Programs.   The majority of 
financial support for domestic violence programs comes from government grants  and 
private philanthropic sources.  This session will explore the current status of federal 
and state funding and private philanthropy including Doris Buffett’s WISP Foundation 
that provides scholarships and independence for women coming out of domestic 
violence situations. 
Moderator: 

Nancy Soward is the Executive Director of the Women’s 
Independence Scholarship Program, Inc., an 
organization that provides scholarships to survivors of 
intimate partner abuse and scholarships to workers in 
the field of domestic violence.  Originally begun by the 
Sunshine Lady Foundation, these programs have 
awarded over $20 million since 1999.  

The Women’s Independence Scholarship Program is 
fully funded by noted philanthropist Doris Buffett, sister 
to businessman Warren Buffett.  Nancy’s over 10 years 
experience in the fields of philanthropy, scholarship and 
domestic violence advocacy combined with her back-
ground in business gives her a unique perspective on 
these issues.

Maria was born a Native New Yorker and grew up in 
a small historic area west of Boston. After graduating 
from Westfield College, and a backpacking excursion 
through Europe, Maria returned with a greater 
appreciation for the US, and she joined the Army to 
become a member of the Military Police Corps. After 
leaving the military with honors, she continued her 
education at North Carolina Central University with a 
Master’s Degree in Criminal Justice and minor studies 
in educational psychology. 

Since then, she has traveled throughout the southeast, 
working in family services, with at-risk youth and teens 
as well as taught criminal justice in a local community 
college. She now works at the North Carolina 
Governor’s Crime Commission as the Violence Against 
Women Act Administrator and Victims Planner.

Beth Briggs founded Creative Philanthropy in l995 to 
advance the understanding, practice and development 
of philanthropy in North Carolina. As a philanthropic 
advisor to foundations, corporations and individuals, she 
enables donors and nonprofits to become more 
strategic and maximize impact. 

Briggs has been actively involved as a professional in the 
nonprofit sector for over thirty years, including President 
of The North Carolina Public Television Foundation; 
President of the Capital Consortium; Director of 
Development for the US Olympic Festival -’87 and the 
NC Center for Public Policy Research. 

She helped catalyze and inspire leadership, vision 
and opportunities for women throughout the state to 
transform their relationship with their time, talent and 
treasure. She was National Association of Fund Raising 
Executives Triangle Chapter Fund Raiser of the Year, sits 
on the Board of the A.J. Fletcher Foundation, the NC 
Council for Women, and is a faculty member of the Blue 
Cross Blue Shield Institute of Excellence.   

BETH BRIGGS, Founder, Creative Philanthropy

MARIA FRYER, North Carolina Governor’s Crime Commission

NANCY SOWARD, Women’s independence Scholarship Program

PHILANTHROPY

22 23



Social Listening

People are talking, maybe about you, your organization, your cause. As social 
media tools see growth rates of up to 700% year over year, conversations are 
happening across the globe on every topic, and there are effective ways to tap 
into those conversations and easily learn more about your constituents, 
customers and industry. 

Spend some time in this session learning the simplest, fastest approaches to 
social listening. 

Facilitators:
STEPHANIE TRUNZO, Senior Development Manager, IBM
SUSAN PEICH, Web Marketing Strategist, IBM

.................................................................................................................

Get Social, Do Business 

Social media helps people connect and share information, and helps 
organizations collaborate more effectively to achieve goals. IBM and its 
customers, including non-profits, are using social media to build relationships, 
service customers, and drive innovation.  

In this session you’ll learn elements of a successful social media strategy and 
see examples of  “social business” in action.

Facilitator:
JEANNE MURRAY, Manager, Social Business Software, IBM
..................................................................................................................

Make Social Media Work For You 

Many organizations and coalitions have started a 
Facebook page, started tweeting and uploaded a few 
YouTube videos, but now what? 

Learn how to maximize social media strategies for your nonprofit. Get 
high-impact ideas for your cause and tools to create a effective social media 
plan.

Facilitator:
DAWN CRAWFORD, Social Media Consultant, BC/DC Ideas

SOCIAL MEDIA TRAININGS

 

Jeanne L. Murray is Program Manager for Social Business in IBM 
Software Group. She leads global teams in social business strat-
egy, social software adoption and skill for the social workplace. 
Jeanne has held technical, business, marketing and consulting 
roles in her IT career, and has additional experience leading 
teams in software development, strategic web marketing, and 
web-based learning programs. Outside of work, Jeanne enjoys 
volunteering in her community, distance running, and traveling. 
She lives in Durham, NC with her husband and two teenagers.

Dawn has dedicated her career to nonprofit communications. 
Before she became an independent consultant for BC/DC Ideas, 
she served in various communications leadership roles for the 
Colorado Children’s Immunization Coalition, Exempla Healthcare 
and the Kempe Foundation. 

A true communicator at heart, she has found her niche in social 
media where she is a weaver of words and a passionate communi-
ty builder. She also enjoys sharing her knowledge through teach-
ing and public speaking. Dawn has been selected to speak at the 
2011 NCTech4Good Conference, 2010 & 2011 NTEN Nonprofit 
Technology Conference, 2011 &  2010 CDC National Immunization 
Conference. 

Dawn holds a bachelors degree in Journalism from the University 
of Colorado at Boulder. She gardens to make the world a more 
beautiful place and lives every day as if it were her last.

DAWN CRAWFORD, Communications & Social Media Consultant,BC/DC Ideas

JEANNE L. MURRAY, Social Business Program Manager, IBM

SUSAN PEICH, Web Marketing Strategist, IBM

Susan Peich is a web marketing strategist and information 
architect for IBM Rational Software, where she works on 
community projects that encourage social media’s influence on 
access models for collaborative help and support.  She has also 
contributed to corporate initiatives to improve both technical 
editing and multimedia strategies for software delivery. 

In 2004, Susan received a Masters degree in Professional Writing 
from Carnegie Mellon University and has since taught technical 
communications courses for undergraduate engineering students 
at NC State University.

STEPHANIE TRUNZO, Senior Development Manager, IBM

Stephanie Trunzo manages a development team for IBM rational 
software. She partners across services, business development, 
support and sales.  She teaches courses in digital media, 
architecture, and communication at several universities and acts 
as the assistant Director for Chatham University on the Web 
Content Development graduate concentration curriculum.
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Let’s continue the conversation.

Follow Us! 
Follow the latest conference updates on Twitter or Facebook.

Tell us about your experience  
Share your photos

View our videos and photos
Ask questions

Get Connected!

tinyurl.com/3lzr6s7

@UN_Women UNWomen

Join the North Carolina Chapter of UN Women - USNC on Facebook :


