
Dear Supporters of Women’s Rights,

Welcome to our Spring 2011 UPDATE. We are now officially the United States 
National Committee for UN Women (UN Women-USNC). Along with our new 
name we have a brand new office, at 1120 20th Street, Washington, DC, 20036, 
Suite 720, and a brand new logo.  

In February, I had the pleasure of attending the official launching of UN 
Women, the new women’s entity at the United Nations. Despite the frigid 
New York weather, it was most exciting to see and hear Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-Moon’s enthusiasm and commitment to this new organization. The 
array of celebrities who spoke, the wonderful music by the United Nations 

choral group, and the talk by the new Executive Director and Under Secretary-
General of UN Women, Michelle Bachelet made for a thrilling experience for 
the packed audience of activists who had been long waiting for this moment.

While in New York, I also attended the sell-out luncheon at the United 
Nations given by the New York Metropolitan Chapter. Chapter President 
Cheryl Benton and her committee deserve accolades for a job well done, 
especially in light of the on-going renovation at the UN, which created major 
space challenges. 
 
Another highlight of the NY visit was the meeting of the Global Coalition of 
National Committee Presidents. Joining me from the US National Committee 
were Ruth Zeller, our main representative to the UN, Crystal Lander,  Chair 
of our Advocacy Committee Rene Kraus, Communications Chair, and 
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Mrs. Ban Ki Moon with NY Chapter President Cheryl Benton and me.

USNC Seeking Advisory 
Council  Members                                                                     

Did you know that we have a great 
group of distinguished citizens who 
sit on our Advisory Council? The 
council is made up of accomplished 
and committed supporters who 
want to help the cause to empower 
women.  Advisory Council members 
are asked to make f inancia l 
commitments, speak at USNC-UN 
Women functions and to lend their 
names to our fundraising and/or 
advocacy efforts. 
 
We are very fortunate to have 
distinguished advisory council 
members Ambassador Nancy Rubin 
(chair, Adopt-A-Minefield, National 
Democratic Institute), Drs. Heidi and 
Alvin Toffler (writers and futurists), 
Martha Burk (political psychologist 
and syndicated columnist), Dr. 
Terry Neese (founder and CEO 
of the Institute for Economic 
Empowerment of Women), and 
Dr. Gwendolyn Baker (President, 
Calvert Baker & Associates, Inc.).

This year we are working to diversify 
and leverage these important 
members  o f  t he  USNC-UN 
Women family and will be adding 
new advisory council members 
—distinguished individuals who 
are willing to lend their talents or 
contacts to support our efforts to 
promote UN Women within the 
United States. USNC members 
may recommend prospective 
advisory council members by 
contacting  Maggie Forster Schmitz 
at mfschmitz@alumnae.mtholyoke.
edu. Please include a brief summary 
of the person’s background.  



Younghee Overly, North Carolina Chapter President. At 
that meeting, Ms. Bachelet outlined her areas of focus for 
the next year and noted the importance of the National 
Committees in achieving her goals. UN Women staff 
provided a more detailed briefing and answered questions 
from those present. 
 
Progress is being made. The deployment of the first all-
female peacekeeping unit in Liberia and the recent  report, 
“Together We Must End Violence Against Women and 
Girls and HIV & AIDS,” which reviews ten organizations 
that are working on new strategies to address these 
related pandemics, are reminders that organizations like 
UN Women can and do make a difference. While we celebrate all the good things 
that have happened recently, we must not forget that UN Women is needed now 
more than ever. The rebellions in Egypt, the on-going problems in Haiti, the wars 
and devastation around the globe leave women more vulnerable. And we should 
note that no women have been appointed Chief or Lead peace mediators in any 
UN-sponsored peace talks.

The USNC is dedicated to raising awareness about the issues affecting women 
globally. In this issue, you will learn more about the new Women’s Entity, our walks 
to end violence, the Gulf Coast Chapter’s very successful film festival, and the 
results of our recent elections. There is also news about new chapter development 
and our capital campaign.  I hope you find this UPDATE interesting and informative.

I urge each of you to seriously consider attending our annual meeting and 
conference June 10–12 in Raleigh, North Carolina. The theme this year is UNite 
for Peace. The North Carolina Chapter has a great line-up of speakers and events.  
So please go online and follow the instructions about how to register. You won’t 
want to miss this one! 
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Carol Poteat-Buchanan
President

Recently held elections resulted in the following directors being elected/re-elected 
to the National Board of Directors: Stephanie Block, Terry Brackett, Francine 
Brown, Maggie Forster Schmitz, Neale Godfrey, Rene Kraus, Carol Poteat-
Buchanan, Grace Richardson, and Caroline Slobodzian. 

They will be joined by Kay Colson, Mary Dailey, Crystal Lander, Kim Randall, 
and Ann Trainor. Younghee Overly, withdrew her name  from the ballot as she 
plans to serve one more year as North Carolina Chapter President.

Leaving the Board will be Pamela Albertson, Stephen Hartwell, Shari Gruber, 
and Ruth Zeller. USNC is grateful to all of them for their past commitment and 
support.

Luz Van Meek of the East Florida Chapter was elected to the Board as the Chapter 
Presidents’ Representative with Younghee Overly of the North Carolina Chapter 
as Alternate Representative. 

USNC Election Results

UN Women-USNC Office
1120 20th Street, NW
Suite 720
Washington, DC 20036 

Susan Cutri, Program Director

202-939-2675

www.unwomen-usnc.org



International News
UN Women Celebrates Launch as Powerful Driver of Women’s Equality

 

The United Nations celebrated the historic launch of UN Women, its newest organization, with an evening including 
luminaries from the worlds of politics, entertainment, business, the media, music and film in the UN General Assembly 
Hall on February 24, 2011 in New York City. 

UN Women, formally known as the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women, 
combines four previous UN bodies and represents the United Nations’ most ambitious effort ever to accelerate actions 
to achieve gender equality. Around the world, supporters of women’s rights have heralded its debut. 

“With the birth of UN Women, we welcome a powerful new agent for progress on gender equality and women’s 
empowerment,” says UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. “The challenges are great, but I believe that with the new 
energy, the new momentum and the new authority that UN Women brings, these challenges will be met. True gender 
equality should be our shared legacy in the 21st Century.” 

The Secretary-General appointed former Chilean President Michelle Bachelet to be the first Executive Director of UN 
Women. Calling the launch the first of many important milestones in the global pursuit of gender equality, she emphasizes 
that the decision to establish UN Women reflects ongoing frustration with the slow pace of change. UN Member States 
unanimously agreed to create the new organization, following longstanding advocacy by women’s activists. 

“Think of how much more we can do once women are fully empowered as active agents of change and progress within 
their societies,” Ms. Bachelet says. “Historically, we are at a point of great potential and change for women. Now we 
must seize that opportunity.”

She adds, “My own experience has taught me that there is no limit to what women can do.”

UN Women will support individual countries in moving towards gender equality in economics and politics, and ending 
the worldwide phenomenon of violence against women. It will assist in setting international standards for progress, 
and lead coordinated UN efforts to make new opportunities for women and girls central to all UN programmes for 
development and peace.  

Ban Announces Two Deputy Appointments in the Office of UN Women 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon announced appointments of two deputies to the Director of the newly-created entity 
for gender equality and the empowerment of women.
 
On the recommendation of Michelle Bachelet, the Executive Director of UN Women, Mr. Ban appointed 
Lakshmi Puri of India as Assistant Secretary-General for Intergovernmental Support and Strategic Partnerships 
and John Hendra of Canada to the position of Assistant Secretary-General for Policy and Programmes.

Both bring a wealth of experience to the position. Ms. Puri had a long career at the UN Conference on Trade and  
Development (UNCTAD). She has also worked, in various capacities, for gender equality and women’s empowerment, 
human rights and peace and security. Mr. Hendra’s career spanned two  decades in development programming in a 
number of positions in the UN, with a posting as Resident Coordinator in Viet Nam and stints in Tanzania and Latvia.

From left to right: Bandana Rana, President, Saathi; Ted Turner, CNN founder and UN Foundation chairman; H.R.H. Princess Cristina of Spain; President of the UN General 
Assembly Joseph Deiss; UN Women Executive Director Michelle Bachelet; UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon; Mrs. Ban Sook-taek; UN Deputy Secretary-General 
Asha-Rose Migiro; Permanent Representative of Nigeria and President of the UN Women Executive Board 2011, Ambassador Joy Ogwu; Juju Chang, news anchor 
for ABC’s Good Morning America; Former Commander of the all-female Formed Police Unit in Liberia Rakhi Sahi; and actress Geena Davis at launch for UN Women.
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Capital Campaign Update                                                                                               
In December 2010, the USNC Fund Development Committee launched a 
$50,000 capital campaign to fund the hiring of an intern, new computers 
and software for the national office, which is now located at 1120 20th Street, 
NW, Washington, DC 20036. The goal of this effort is to increase our national 
advocacy, education, and membership activities by customizing our data 
base and expanding our office capacity to capitalize on the momentum and 
enthusiasm arising out of the creation of UN Women.

The first several months of this effort have already brought in almost 20% 
of the needed funds.  However, we still need your help to attain our goal. 
Contributions to the Capital Campaign may be made online at www.
unwomenusnc.org or mailed to UN Women-USNC, 1120 20th Street,NW, 
Suite 720, Washington, DC 20036. For questions, please contact Kay Colson 
at kaycolson@gmail.com. 

USNC 2011 Walks to End Violence Against Women and Girls
The popular fundraising walks continue, with seven walks held already this 
year, in Siesta Key Beach, Florida; Wilmington, North Carolina; Washington, 
DC; Durham, North Carolina; Atlanta, Georgia; San Francisco; and Orange 
County, California.  Scheduled for later this year are walks in New York City 
and New Jersey. For more information, visit our website at www.unwomen-
usnc.org/walks. 

US National Committee NewsSoCal Celebrates 
International Women’s Day                                                              
March 8, 2011 marked the 100th Year of 
International Women’s Day 

Chilean born Isabel Rojas Williams, 
SoCal Chapter member, and art 
historian spoke about two women 
who influenced her life: Michelle 
Bachelet and Violetta Parra.

Chapter Development 
News
Maggie Forster Schmitz, Chapter 
Development Chair, announced 
that a group in New Jersey has 
met all of USNC requirements and 
the New Jersey Chapter will be 
installed at our June Conference. 

A kick-off event in Minnesota will 
introduce UN Women and USNC 
to that community.

The Chicago Chapter is being 
revital ized by recruiting new 
members, including new Board 
Members.

Chapter development work is also 
being done in Detroit, Washington 
State, Missouri, Virginia and 
Philadelphia. 

Do you know someone who may 
be interested in joining one of these 
development efforts or starting 
a chapter in your community? 
For more information, please 
contact Maggie Foster-Schmidt at 
mfschmitz@alumnae.mtholyoke.
edu.

  Southern
California

Chapter

Georgia 
Chapter

East Florida Chapter
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BOOK CLUB NEWS

USNC Chapter Donates Books to 
Local Library

The UN Women-
USNC's book club 
in Sarasota, Florida 
has donated copies 
of a children's book 
"Selavi" by Youme 
Landowne to the  local library 
system. Nine copies were provided for 
each library in Sarasota County. This  
well-illustrated book is about young 
homeless children in Haiti. The name 
of one child is " Selavi" (c'est la vie).

Book Chair Leita Kaldi announced the 
following recommended books for 
May through November 2011: 

• May: West of the Jordan by Laila 
Halaby , a novel of four young women 
from Palestine and Jordan who 
contend with issues of identity in their 
cross-cultural lives

• June: The Butterfly Mosque by 
G. Willow Wilson, the memoir of an 
American woman's conversion to 
Islam, which promises to provide a 
lively counterpoint to our reading of 
Nomad by Aayan Hirsi.

• July:   Cutting for Stone, by Abraham 
Verghese, a novel that moves from 
India to Ethiopia to New York City, as 
told from the womb.

• August:  Little Bee, by Chris Cleave, 
the story of an English family who 
holidays in Nigeria and connects with 
an orphan who changes their lives

• September: Nothing to Envy: Ordinary 
Lives in North Korea by Barbara 
Demick, stories of six defectors from 
North Korea, woven into the hidden 
history of the country's past, and its 
present descent into chaos.

• October:  The Women by T.C. Boyle 
is about Frank Lloyd Wright's liaisons.

• November: Every Silence Has an 
End: My Six Years of Captivity in the 
Colombian Jungle, Ingrid Betancourt's 
account of her harrowing life with the 
FARC.

Featured Chapter
Gulf Coast Chapter Hosts International Film Festival
Through Women's Eyes (TWE) held on April 9 and 10, featured two days 
of movies, eight full length documentaries, one narrative and six shorts. 
In partnership with the Sarasota Film Festival (SFF), the 12th annual TWE 
featured three world premieres: “No Job for a Woman”, “Atomic Mom” and 
“Benevides Born”, among films from several countries.  

All of the movies were directed by women. The countries and areas 
represented in the films included Brazil, India, Eastern Europe, Israel, 
Palestine, several African nations and the United States.  

SFF concluded the festival with a night of special awards. The Inaugural 
Sarasota Film Festival Impact Award was presented by Carol Poteat-
Buchanan, President of UN Women-USNC to Academy Award-winning 
actress Geena Davis, who was honored for her exceptional work on behalf 
of women. Ms. Davis is a strong advocate for equality and was featured in 
the final TWE film “Miss Representation” which premiered at Sundance to 
wide acclaim.

Ms. Davis founded The Geena Davis Institute on Gender in Media, a group 
that aims to inform the public about the need to increase the number of 
girls and women in media roles. In 2010, Ms. Davis delivered the closing 
keynote address during the United Nations Economic and Social Council 
special event, which was co-organized by the Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs, UNIFEM, UN Office of Partnerships, in collaboration 
with the Committee Encouraging Corporate Philanthropy.  Ms. Davis is a 
partner with UNIFEM, now UN Women, in the effort to encourage media to 
present and investigate issues of grave importance to women and to use a 
“gender” lens when reporting.
                     

Learners to Leaders offers Sarasota County high school girls education and leadership skills 
to help improve the lives of women in their communities and around the world.

Geena Davis pictured 
with Learners to 
Leaders members 
at the Sarasota Film 
Festival: Through 
Womens’ Eyes.

Carol Poteat-Buchanan 
pictured with Learners 
to Leaders students.
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June 11, 2011

UN Women-USNC Annual National Conference 

The 2011 National Conference, UNite for Peace: In Our Homes, 
In Our Communities, in Our World, will be held in Raleigh, North 
Carolina at NSCU Witherspoon Student Center.

Conference goals: To provide an educational and networking 
venue where participants can build collaborations to take 
specific actions to end violence against women locally and 
globally and to help participants better understand the 
intersections between culture, access to healthcare, poverty, 
education, public policies, leadership and violence against 
women.
 
Partners, Sponsors and Volunteers please contact Younghee 
Overly at northcarolina@unwomen-usnc.org.

To register or for more information visit www.unwomen-usnc.
org/2011conference or call 202-939-2675.


